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rebels who may try to ‘'‘rush” theh' H0iise. ’ Be sure* they.vyiir 
treat them as-“lioiTkl Anarchists,” and semi llicm pri.sun 


» * 

■The Criminal and the Law. ■ . 

The ..ferocious sentences of that ornament of legality, Littler, 
have evokeci some indignation in the Press. One of lliss latest 
victintiSj.a poor ..woman who was given five years for stealing a 
penny, ■ is , .thus punished, %ve are told,* because of previous 
convictions. The writer of a letter in the Daily News points 
out that when a prisoner has served the, sentence in.fli'cted, 
society, having' had its revenge, is supposed to be satisfied. “If 
this is noTso.'”-.the writer adds, “then a perspn may be imprisoned 
over .and o-Ver again for-a crime.” “That is, in-fact, what it' 
! .amounts to, and in this lies the craft a^ad cruelty of the"'llome 
Secretary’s proposed Bill dealing with,“old offenders.” 'After 


without tlie option. 


/ 


/ 


Arbitration for Labour. 

■ The wiseacres of the fjabour niavement have been clamouring 
for some time to have a Court ov Aibitration for lalknir disputes 
established. That bright par^cular star of the Cl a Hon staff, 
F. H. Rose, has made a lot oy“copy” out olk'this. subject. As 
iloone is permitted'to cont/adict him in the rVfin'ou columuH, 
there is not. much light 01/ tlu^ Subject for its 80,000 readers. 
The Socialist of-Melbourne has, n/tei' the. hit lev expcHonm of 
the Australia^, Labour mdvement, shown tlie i-eactiouai'y effect of 
the experiment. Now Ave have the Lahour Leakey whining 
because that unscrupulous young politician Winston Olinrchill 
has pulilished a list of those who have consented to serve, as 

it 


- the third-offence they may be imprisoned for life:—that is to say,- . 1 • /-i 1. r a 1 x-- r 1-1 i- i- 

ptoished “over and over again” in a oontinaous lifelongaenfeni ' ^a'™en on h.s ftmrt of. Arbitratrnn for laliou.r disiHitns and i 

- - - is all persons out oi seventeen ; in otiier words, it is 

Who ^ “packed' 'ptlnel.”--Well, what on ctirfh- (IfT’^thcse Labour 


for the same crime. The'cant about “ dangei^ to 'society 
, rubbish, put forward to hide the law’s* delight in cruelty. 

is the greatest “ danger to society —the poor woman who steals 
■ a penny, or Sir "Ralpli Littler ? The comparison is ^dioiis—to 
the poor woman. . . . ‘ ' ■ -i y. . 


“Unpolitical Persons.” ' 

;■ In-the New Age we are told that the coun.fry’s great need is 
for “unpolitical persons who have a healthy contempt for • 
decorous rules.” If the New^Age means what it says, the 
conclusion to be. drawn is that tne principles of Anarchism are- 
likely to be of more use to - the Epglish-people as a'nation than 
' any of the political action that is absorbing mMch of the time' 

and money of the UbDur Party, the LL P., S.D.P., and all the^ bow fully determined that, if necessary,-the same i.rule force 
rest of the bewildering organisations who are preaching a mass ,,,33^ id,. s„ bng by a' Obristianailptncrac.y sl.ull 

he used ou b.ehal-f-'Of--c^uoiiic jmvcrly. But wc will at least use 


Members expect? Do ^ey expect the capitalists to cut their 
own throats? Surely these “Jjubour leaders” are the most 
short-sighted and impracticable people on earth. Besides, some 
of them haye got “jobs”.oil this Court, of Arlntratiou:—not very ' 
big ones,, it is true; but if they behave themselves -there, yhio. . 
knows but what' it may not lead to £2,000 a year and a seat in ' 
the Cabinet some day? - - v -- . . 

■' X ■ ^ '__^ ' 

The Cpinirig Revolution. — ' ' , . 

“ ^ome of us who live all the year round amongst the unem- 
plo.ved' fwho, by the way, I dare-to say-—eveil jn the face of a ' 
-Christian- hi.shop—are not - composed of-scanuiibuchcrs '■) are ■ 


“ of political palliatives to an infinitesimal quantity of‘Socialism. 
In-any case, it is quite evident something is needed; and .if 
politics have failed ,to supply it, it might not.*.be absolute waste 
of time ^^0 clear the people’s minds of the prejudices and super¬ 
stitions in regai-d to the State and its relation to the community. 
For the kernel of the whole question rests in that. If; the State 
is tlie enejny, as ive maintain'; if it is but:the embodiment of 
capitalist rale; and if, as tlie workers too well know, that rule 
means always and everywhere briite.foitce ; tliPn let it he frankly 
admitted that for the workfes to dally with political action is but 
to turn the big guns against themselves ; apd ‘tliatjiothing less 
than thq^ destruction of the Btate will ever release the workers 
from tlid grip i>f the capitalist. . , .' 


it ivitli mercy,, for,onr force shall not lie-the incessant and never- 
endiiig silent-' forces of thiL^rew-jack, hut ralln*r the short, 
sharp,-but merciful blow 61 the Idacksmith’s Itatinuer.” 

T'his is a paragraph from a letter sent by tjie Bectoi'. of 
Blakley to the Bishop of Mancliesterj and pnblislied in the 
. Clarion. If it can be taken as a sign of tin' times, it is sonje- 
what remarkabio;; .but to read it liy the side -of some of die. 
'■■^ickening-poKticalplatitudes, of xhe.Jjabour polil Iciaiis,-it Is like 
a breatii of fresh air. Of -bourse, rifelors nre ■ not the sort of 
people to be relied upon for revolutionary action, but. eVery 
r appeal'that is made to the spirit of revolt is .something to !)& 
welcoraed''iii these days of “Jaw-and-order ” Socialism, and with 
Blatchford preaching against “ violence.” 

X* ‘ '■ __ ^ 

Violence v^'sus theA^ote. 

The-con fusion in the minds of the majoril.y of jieoplc over 


the Cloven Hoof. ' ' ' -1 . 

One cannot ]iut adimre the way the Suffragettes have, tricked 
the watchdogs and disturbed the dignity of the G70 solemn 
humbugs ill St. Stephen’s. -We have gqt rid of the divine ...bight Jhis qliestion of “ viblenec.’’ or fojcc as used li.y luaiikind to 
the “damned compact Liberal raajority ” ?■ * At any rate, tlie great - attain cei'I aiu ai 1 ns, con 1 cl nover e-icist uhro ij noI, for 111 e perverse 
of kings ; are we at last belginning to get rid of tlie divine right of educatjon they ivc.eive. L^gal clilcanery hides the real point at 
Parliameiitary machiue is being piacie to look very ridiculous, issue,*hn-d„ oven intelligent persons like to deceive I hem selves 
The women seem to liave taken Dantou’s advice well to heart with the sophisms of the law. It. may be/truly, said that every 
and to rely upon tluit aiidacify which is so lacking in "poptllar . liberty we now possess has been won, din clly or indii-ectly, from 
movements to-day. " And yet the irony of the situation is pitiable the oppressors by force. Kvery man whowiitcs. is, consciously 
to dwell upon. Ifere is a body of women, certainly .with the or unconsciously, relying upon force in the. ultimale appeal, 
courage of their ojptiions, struggling with the utmost pertinacity But it is so comforliug, so respectable, to go pcucefully to church, 
for that most qn-substantiial of all rights-—the right .tp vote, knowing you liave 17,01)0 paid men to bludgeon llio unethplciyed, 
They have, apparently, nothing-."but 'contempt for the very and'beliiiicl them lens of thousands cif woll-arnuMl-mercenary 
institution tljat sonja day they hope tp use to keep their own 'hirelings to s])ill ’the blood' of tlie ])eop]e--'quito legally and 
.sisters in suljjeclidn. This statement will be resented ; but let orderly—to proiect your sacred rights of property. Vet if .these 
us reason for a moment. vReferrmg to the' fact that Burns had inilirons of chiwntroddcn, woi'kless one.s,‘ and the others who have 
once .used •in..,-Trafalgar Square more infiainmatory .language vi'ork, know rheir power, ftuc-c would .win them freedom and 
than her own,, Miss ChfistaberPankhurst said in effect: “And he well-being. It has' fieen so all iKmngh the ageSj'ancl the vote is 
is now a member of Ulie Goveriimenl;, Wliat be has done, rtiay " only’a dodge to destroy I he peoph-’s power ann to hide tlie brute 
we not do ?’! Why, certainly ! • And that is” where . the cloven force of tlie State. ’ Motley,'sfleaking''Ofiffhe* brave Batavians, 
hoof is seen. These women warit to govern and to practise the whose cpni’age won I'he resjiect of tlie HornauK, says that “ the tax- 
drts of government. We shall then see how t/iey will treat'|Jie gatherer liever invaded their island.” They knew how to fight. 

» - I ^ ^ . -f ■ 
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SCIENSOCRACY: 

A mw SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY. 


By C. PL SPENGEll, 




, . (Conpbtded fnmx hist month.) 

Wc have seen-the condition of society at the present time, 
"wbat it was in the past, the evils arising from the in'stitution oL. 
Government, and what we.may expect from its continued exist¬ 
ence, as now const!tnted, in the future. We have-showp that 
gpeat changes have taken place in almost - every ^realraL that 
thesb changes have been due to- the application of scientific, 
principles. We have seen that the great parties are unscieutific, 

. are helpless to'2->fevent decline; we have seen that the ameliora¬ 
tion of’the peo2>Ie’s condition by so-called progressive-forces can - 
. only end in accentuating the evils .trom which we suffer;, that 
those evils are (iue to false ideals dominating all classes; and we 
have ;found the scientific principle that, applied, shall.do for 
Kumaii economy what imathematics and physics have done for 
mechanics. It novv remains for us to outline the process by 
which the old ordvr shall’pass away, giving birth to .scioncu-rule, 
Scionsocracy, as the fit and worthy -successor uf an unenlightened 
past. As iu’ Fxa 11 ec • the-'"Monarchy gave way to the Republic 
and its pUit-'crac}',- and the despotism of Russia passed its power 
to hA oligarcliy, so we shall see the plutocracies .of Great Britain 
and Aiiiei'lcii pass away as a vapour, leaving helrit-id the 
Sciensocrat and the triumph of science in the affairs of lite. 

.'This change of the old order to the new shall-not be a 
fortuitous event; it will be a well-planned scientific scheme of' 

■ uationul social economy carried out by men who know what is 
required and how it shall be brought to pass. 

■ In every department evolution has been slow; but’there 
came.a time when ah impetus was given'which accelerated'its 
rate tTemeiidously,/as in the case >if shipping. It will be 
exHCtly the same -with social science • when the brain of the 
social body is organised. . 

The whole course of evolution throughout the countless ages 
that lay behind ms have been ne'cessary to develop the'brain of 
an intellectual man. ''The genjuS of all past time has led us to 

■ the jiresent, and, as.,ite fruit, given us the scientist and machine 
maker. First’the one.ceil, then the two-fold; the multiple, the 
organised centres of sensation; the rudim.entary brain, grbwing 
by long aud tedi'ous'processes into., tlie. prophet, poet,--artist, 
scientist, the inspired thinker who conquers the world- of,^ 
thought. As the individual brain has been forming during*a|l 
these countless'aeons, so the social brain h'dS been developing 
along fixed and certain lines. As-in a liens developed age the 
individual consciousness ruled the unit, so in the age to come 
the-collective eousciousness shall control the whole. Hitherto 
the imf)erfect means of.comimmicatiou fnade it impossible for the 
thinker to convey his thoughjb'to t.h’e social body,- This nq 
longei-obtains; to-day tlie thinker, by means of books, uews- 

■ p.apers, aud the spoken tongue, ,e^in talk to millions, whereas-a 
- little-time ag<» it, was diftiouic to-get publicity in his own. town. 

' All'tbi.s is changed; Men .to-day Au the remotest parts of the 

world can be brought int(j contact with the thinker a few hours 
after he has communicated his thoughts. Hence the past years 
have seen a great development iu the growth of the social 
consciousness. To us the- time seems ripe* for another., and an 
important impetus, for the aggregation of the nation's besLuhits 
into what 'may be best described as a brain for thq. nation. The 
function of the brain is to think.The,function of the organism 
is to act. Just as the indiviclual brain controls the social unit,' 
so the'collective braiij woulcj direct the .axjtiVity of the..social 
organifiiu, the collective whole. . . • ■ 

We therefore advise development on these liues, suggesting ' 
that the first step in the direction of true.reform is t6|form an' 
institution that may be l^^oked upon as the braip of thi-nation. 
TfaTS"is the first and' naost pressing need of the time—a 
scientific institution where the nation^s best thought may be 
collected and used for the benefit of the whole. . Such an- 
institution would be'aq inestimable boon ; 'it would play-the 
part of an initiatory, consultative, and advisory committee, op'en 
freely to all who had any thought ’or scheme that would be of 
benefit to humanity. It would prepare and devise the various 
activities that would transform our present chans into some 
semblance qf true order. This committee would be, as the 
aristocracy- of learning has always been, voluntary! It would 
be- Opejxfur any citiaen, either by writing qr speech, today before 
it any scheiiio that he thought ,o£, service to his fellows. The 
incentive this would give to thinker and-inventor catmot be , 
over-e^imabed—the certainty tliat his thought would receive 


IS any man. 
or. can produce 


proper scientific treatment, to be adopted if suitable^ or rejected 
if otherwise. * i • 

Not being -an elected authority, it would have no power to 
impose the results of its deliberation upon the nation, but it 
would be able to. Jay^ its decisions before, the' country, saying, 
‘‘We, your sobial brain, advise this; if there is any 
amongst you who can show we are wrong, 
something better, step''forth and let us have-it.”. 

Let us suggest an illustration. To-day we have a necessity 
to maintain an Army and Navy which cost, enormous sums 
of money and take from productive industry va'st numbers 
of men. ^ ^ f 

From what-does this necessity arise? The Sciensocrat has 
tjie true answer to-.,this question. 

Why after 'the Boer War did -we police the country willh 
soldiers? Was it fear of an invasion from Germany(J" No, it 
was bo keep the conquered - under control'; to prevent them 
rising in rebellion against the fpreign yoke. The Transvaal 
will, i.u the ordinary coui’SO of things,-be so garrisoned for many 
years to come, until the present generation will have passed 
away; the next generation will find^as we^o, a ^‘Chester Castle,” 
and accept it as the normal condition of things, never dreaming, 
that the reason for its .existence, is the same now as it was 

then. ^ __ 

^ - The abolition of subjection would almost do'away with the ■ 
necessity for an Army and Navy, Sciepsocrats would .de al 

■ with this question in a Scientific manner. If,it was necessary to 
maintain an Army and Navy to repel foreign attack, the nation 

' would have a sufficient fighting strength to repel an invader. . 
iJust as undep subjection the War Department controls .these 
matters, so under Sciensocracy the case would be i-eversed. We 
should,^ have^a “-Peace Department,'^ Wif;h the former, the chief' 
interest is to fight; with- the latter the incentive would be to 
refrain from fighting. ■ 

Or, take^ the arte, of engiheering arid architecture. No 
engineer, no architect, can give the' w,orld his bes^'work to-day; 
but undey the new order that we suggest the disabilities of his 
art would.:be removed. Architecture would be free f^orri the 
money aspect. How often- do-we hfear it saTd, “That is the- 
building I would “have erected, biteJt was too costly”; “This 
is the scheme they should have Wopted, but it would have 
cost too much.” The science and art of architecture is io 
produce great, beautiful works of art. Under Sciensocracy there 
would be unlimited scope for the display_pf architectural, genius. 
It would be the name with every other department of life. 

The disability of money being removed, the era of cheap 
manufactuies would go. The profit aspect would be gone,'and 
men would manufacture for.use instead of profit.* 

This National Advisory'*Co.mmibtee,ith. en, w ould be the first 
institution necessary to call, into existence. W© name it the 

■ Sciensadvisum'(from science, and.pisim to advise).. 

_There_i^Si no reason why this Committee should ‘not be 


-i. 1. 


immediately formed. Its first ,work would be to consider how 
the Ti'^^cipies of. science-rule jCOuld be administered; how 
snbjecbioTa'''was to be replaced by freedom ; how industry was to 
be organised for the common-weal; how ' wealth ' was to be 
distributed; how the entjre nation could be best administered in 
the^ interest pf all.' ■ . . 

The Sciensad visum would split itself up into departments 
to consider these matters, and lay the results before the country 
either by means of-the press or by other wriys to be devised. . 

The importance of this Committee cannot be exaggerated. 
It would be' as much superior to Parliament as the, railway is to 
the stage coach! Its importance would pale the GoVerrifiient 
into insignificance; and men. would marvel at their old conte'nted- 
ness with suql^a cumbrous machine. 

. To have abolished the_, stage coach at the , advent of steam 
would not onlj;Lave beep impossible, but folly. The course 
adopted, the natural course, was for %e railway to exist side by 
side with the coach. . In a like manner we dp not want to 
abolish either the Lords or the Commons, nor the Privy Council. 
It is not possible; it would be folly even if it were. But what 
we can do is to act naturally. We can do as was done in the 
case of the railway. We can.build up the new institution that 
will doits'work better, scientifically ; aud the day would come^ 
as it did to the coach, when neither .fhe Lords nor Commons 
would be any longer of service. We should say to them as we 
say to the stage coach, “ You have served your day and^geperation; 
we are grateful, but you are rio longer npeessary; we leave ypu 
now to perisLj^nn.^fion.^;’ ,,, ~ - 

By the adoption of our scheme w^cah see the day when the 
electorate would refuse to send-llctfibers to Parliament, when 
they would decline to pay taxes to, the .Government. "We.can 
see them sending their Member^ torari administration that would 


1 









1 


November,-.1908. FJRBBDOm!’ 


certainly come into existence to ^pply, by means of expert 
departments, the Various officer of State^ 

We can see the time coming when our system of taxation 
shall be entirely abolished; when taxes will be no longer 
necessary. ' . . 

^ There is a better way than taxation, and Sciensocracy would 
use this better method. 


THE MESSAGE , OF 'CHICAGO. T 

. • * 

[ 

Twenty-one years, have passed since the great tragedy of 
Chicago was concluded,, and four innocent men were executed' 
in the name of capitalist and' bourgeois law. - The shedding of' 
their blood but served to',fertilise, the seed’‘’of human liberty 
which shall'yet supersede the cowardice and tyranny of modern 
capitalism and class .domination. The labour 'struggle in the 
States had taken on an acute phase, and in all parts 'there were 
strikes and lock-onts, and threats of a mutual character *between ' 
worker and - exploiter. The jicceptance by the Governmental , 
authorities of an eight-hour day as a maximum working period 
several years previously Kad not involved'its extension to the 
grdat mass of workers up and down the-Stat^. Recognising the 
subserviency of law to economic pressure, the general conference 
of the National Labour Union determined that the eight-hour 
day for the whole of Labour should be introduced throughout the 
States by a universal strike on May 1 , 1886. Great"preparations 
were made to this end, the agitation proving hottest in Chicago, 
where the Anarchists and Socialists were called on to play their 
part in the_^tfuggle. . '• • • ' ■ 

- Whilst pointing out that short of Socialism "all was illusion, 
they did not hesitate to encourage the revolutionary spij-it implied . 
in the movement. Foremost amongst those who were . most 
active in the agitation were August Vincent F. Spies, Albert R. 
Parsons, Samuel Fielden, AdoJ^rFischer, George Engel, Michel 
Schwab, Louis Lingg, and Oscar"Neebe. Of' f 3 i^e,’ Spies was 
born on December 10, 1855, at FriedeF^ld^ICu^iessen-fProvittce- 
Hesse-Nassau .since 1886), GermanJ^, being the son of a forester- 
in Germany-Government official. Proving himseH unusually 
bright in his studies, he was educated by private tutors, and also 
attended the Polytechnicum for one year, subsequently choosing 
his father’s professidn. By the age of fourteen he -had become a 
religious sceptic,'and had read all the great Ger man classics, as 
well as studied Kant and Hegel’s philosophy, the death of his 
father, when Jie was sixteen, necessitated the abandonment of 
his studies and his joining his relatives in America, Arrived in 
New York, he learned tlTe upholstery trade, and proceeded ' 
|shortly afterwards to Chicago, wheFe he lived from October, 
‘1872, up to the time of his murder by the aul-hqrities. Becortifng 
a Socialist in 187b, he believed in a political..class struggle up to 
1880, when.he repudiated the practicability-of political aption, 
and came to believe in tile economic struggle only. ^ 

Albert .Parsons, born on June 24, 1848, 'in Montgomery, 
Alabama, .was brother of Major-General W. H: Parsons ; and in 

several positions of 

^t.rust in various Labour organisations, and did active literary 
'w.pl'k on behalf of the revolutionary movement. 

Samuel Fielden fiVst saw tlie light on Felrniary 25, 1847, at 
Todinorden, Lancashire ; and inherited from his father that love 
of truth qnd hatred' of hypocrisy which later brought him .ihto 
conflict with the authorities. •. 

The son of a Bremen worker, Adolphi Fischer received but a' 
poor worker’s education, and at fifteen* s'sfted-for America. His 
father, who was^ member of the Socialist Party of Bremen, gave 
him an early insight into the rottenness of society, and laid the 
basis for his acceptance of the Anarchist, idpas he afterwards 
defended. . ‘ 

George Engel, Fischer’s colleague in the Chfcago struggle, 
and a native of the German -city of Cassel, where he was bom on 
April 15, 1868, was left parentless when' but twelve years old, 
and. learned his Socialism in the bitter school of experience.- It 
was in the same school and under the same harsh teacher that 
Michel l^chwab, born at Kit^ingen, Central Germany, pn 
August^O, l'§53; Louis Lingg, born at Mannheim,^September 9, 
1864; and~nscar‘Neehe, born •‘in Pliiladelpliia-of'German 
^parents, came to realise the nature of the povej-ty problehi. 

^ Such were the type ojf- men' who played their part in the 
agitation which, as the-fatal May Day approot^hed, tended more 
and more to frighten the employers and to paralyse industry. 
Cunning, cowardice, and brutality were ever the prerogatives'of 
the capitalist class and their dirty spies. A meeting on May 3 . 
was attacked and broken up by the hirelings of the capitalist 


class,'the-police, who, firing on uharpied men, Vvomen-) and 
children,.left six/dead.and several wounded. On the following 
day a meeting of - protest was held in the Ilaymai-ket, at which 
'Spies, Fischer, Engel, Fielden, and Parsons spoke', each speaker 
"■pointing out the scientific basis of their antagonism to tlie 
capitalist system, and, urging the workers to economic revolt, not - 
incjiscriniinate bomb’actjrity. .. This-did not suit the' police, who 
advanced upon the meeting with loaded rifles and in fighting 
formation. The throwing of a bonib-^rby a traitor of the Coulon • 
^type, without doubt—killed and wounded mai)y:*of tlie police, 
and indiscriminate firing on their part at once-became tlie order 
of the day.. Houses were rans.ackod, crowds-rn^f-sted, and the 
comrades alreac(y arrested indicted. ‘ 

Time passes, and the next act of the trageily is enacted in. • 
Judgq. Gary’s court on Octbbe./^7, 8 , and’9, 1 < 886 ,"^when the 
historical figures of the agitation addressed the court in tlieir 
o\yn defence. Dignified' in bearing, his handsome .face now • 
lighted up with satire, bold, defiant, and fluent in delivery, 
Bpies speech, so rich, in historical (let ail and j)lii!osopliicol 
generalisations, has for the cowardly judge, tlm" dirly, lying 
wdtuesses, and the inane, packed jurymen, I'nany an un\V,eI(;(,nie 
truth. Schwab, hi§..pa]e, earnest^fare eloqmmt of his (’onlenipt 
for tlie legal curs arpund liihi, exposes llie w-liojo. damnable 
.conspiracy of \vhich he is a'victim. Necdie follows, only to 
regret thaflie is deprived..of the honour of dying. , Fisclior, erect' ; 
in bearing, is his successor, liis tall form contrasting strongly, 
with the cringing persecutors arouiid him. Lingg, speaking in ' 
German, impassion eel in his utterances, i's proudly defiant and 
.fiercely calm ; whilst Engel, who’ succeeds him, sjieaks easily 
and with the calm, stolidity of the Teuton and the Btoio. Then 
follow- lengthy speeches fro'm J'^iL'ldcu and Parsons. , Moderate in 
language, his arrangement,of his Tr.atter renders the former’s 
address none the less-telliu'g •; .whilst the intense, ^powei* and- 
latent passion-of the Texan’s speech rightly entitles it to be 
deemed a brilliant agitation speech—tlu^ most powerful speecli 
of a formidable propagandist. • . f 

The sceue^ changes—November 11 , 1887, draws nigh, and 
months of petitioning have proved lo l'£ of no cfFcct. BoUfgeo.is' - 
Jaw, founded on ajn‘ignoji;{vuce as dismal as the tyranny of power, 
must have its way; and well doGlie heroes of the struggle - 
realise the meaning of the message their death will send 
throughput the world. dliXet jao attempt be made to avert the 
'final tragedy .of the Bleirehth of Noyernher; make no effcirt to ' 
avenge pur deaths.” -SiicTi w^as the. brave,- dignified'message of’ 
these men a few days prior to their death—a fate •which I/niis 
Lingg anticipated by suicide the day'previous to khat on which 
Engel, Fischer, Parsons, and Spies'Avere executed.. • 

And now it is the fatal day;—November LI has a'rrived at 
last. Now listen to their last words on the seaffokir'” There - 
will conie a ^ime when our. silence will be more powerful than 
the voices you strangle to-day,” prophetically asserts Spies; 
“Hurrah for Anarchy!” rijumphantly exclaims. Engel; Avhilst 

• Fischer adds to-this shout .of triumph, “ Hurrah for Anarchy! 
This is t,he happiest moment-^-ef .-my life.” - Albert Parsons 
remarks ai'© cut short, as he requests commandingly, “ Let me • 
speak, oh rnen of America! Will you let me speak, SherilT 
Matson? Jjet.the voice of the people be-bearcl l ’ Oh— 

' The .tragedy is at an .end, but th'e^ ^tory is not ,yet closed. 

On June 26, 1893, Governor Altgeld, in a complete 'statement o.f 
the"case and of his reasons for granting an absolute pardon to, • 
Samuel Fielden,.Oscar Npebe, and 'Michael -Schwab, asserts that 
the jury w'^as packed, the jurors incompetent, the testimony 
bought, the^jiidge prejudiced and subservient, and the conviction . ■ 
.one of personal reveng^. Thus out of.its own mouth is capitalist 
justice condemned. May the vWi-kprs, out of the very tyranny 
and oppression of Labour, see (io it that it shall ere long be non- 
. existent, but an ugly nightmare., of the past,-40 he placed in the 
same category as tlie IJoly Inquisi'tiou, the Crusades,’ chattel 
slavery, and feudalistic serfdom—past witnesses to the desolating 
pestilence of mental ignorance - and economic power. The 
message of Chicago is a message of freedom, l^et us recall the 
stirring words of Danton : “ Daring, ever daring to dare! ” and 

• though we but enterj’hto annihilation’s peace for our trouble, 

• the sleep will cost us naught but the negation of life’s pains, our 

endeavours spell the world’s emancipation. . Courage, brothers, 
courage ; let us^iut. on the dauntless armour .of resolution, and, 
as if by magic, the chains of wage-slavery shall pass away, and 
freedom for all be ensured. ‘ . 

' _ Guy a. 'Aldiieu. 


• ^ ' I * 

. “ ParliameMt>ii’isfii^;keeii)S to have done fo^ the English people what 

it has done for a part of .the Irish—turned them into mendicants and 
cringing 8laveF.”—G'G^frVy(mmc«». . ' v 













Ol. 


80 




1 . 


FRE^ippM. 


"'i ■•’-1 ■ ■ ^ ■■ 

: ,I%y^mber, 1^08. 




^ X© e c^om 

A JOURNAL OF fANAROHlST QOMMUNISM, 


J^thty, One Penny; poH fr,,, 3 Srance, IS Genfime,. 

lI.R.A,, 36 0eirit8: France Ifr 80a. 

_l'iitc>i:.natioi,af3iloSe5 Order 


VV|i„I,.«„{n,j,n,.,.. Is. (M. )'er qinve , of 26 p os t-fre e jn the United Kingdom. 

exchangee, &c.,.to be'eadrees'ea to 

the manager, 127 OSsuJstPn Street, N.W. 

"fit hecessBrily hi agreement with signed 'iirttMer 


Jm^ r ■'r ^ 

. . ' E 


Or(]or’s jjh(u 1 1 (I be marlti, payable to f% H. Keell. 
, ^.....__ ^ 

Political Action or Revolution ? 

The people, it has' been said, are always in ajdvance of tlieij? 
institutions. I be incidents^ of the past few weeks bring this 

front. For, ’Certainly .a growing spirit 
■ .of indignation, niingleclTvitli a, goodjleal of contenipt, .lias-dealt* 
.some .heayy^ blows at Governmental institutions. "^'Carlyie 

M2Vrl5.^M.erM3t,.t^J2enc.e.r^ but not least! 

.Uiarfes Dickens,—all these 'nVen. have hurled ridicule and 
■contempt ofi the House of Commons and the varinijs , depart¬ 
ments of the Cinl Service. 'They have shown in theiriiverious 
ways the U'lckery, tlie mepiitud.e,,^4ibe stupidity, 'and" the 
scandalous nidiFerence of politicians j and the heads' of. depart¬ 
ments where matters-affecling the people’s \velfare have been 
concerned, ” 

The, Anarolnsts liave gone further, and criticising without 
fear or prejudice the whole,of the basis and structure oV the 
bta.te. (Drgitiiisatiou and ailministratio'n, they ha^e drawn there¬ 
from the conclusion, .which h.as never” (been refuted, and which 


that hides so much from the people. Everyone now sees what 
powardly hypocrites are the men who tnake the laws;'what 
scoundrels these well-fed men must,he, to sit and talk platitudes 
Willie the people starve. But if that is true of the capitalist 
section what can we sayjj^ the Labour men? They have no 
riglit there'at itdl tl^t is what* men are ibegmning..-td say, and 

uhat foreheades a great parting of the ways in the 
Socialist movement, , 

It Is thereto Be discord?” as,ks Hardie 'in-an .article in the ■ 
■Lahour Lmder, where he defends^ his paytybas best he can.'. 
;les, there IS gopig to be-something ’ihare than 'discord. There 
IS to be a-division, sooner .pr lafeei^'that' will divide once for-all 
thosfrtwho are for political-aetion from, those who are for the ■ 
revolution., Signs of this division are manifest in most of the 
great'European nations. In England it has hitherto not been s.O' 
developed. But the events we have been discussing will urge it 
on... Grayson’s.act has brought*'the Ubour Party to the bar of 

They may revile hipi> but their defence' 
will be their own accusation. 




■ ■■ ■ • - 1 ■ ' 

■. The Russian Prisisl 

’ ■ I- . . ■ , 

One often hea'rs that the Russian revolution has been 
crushed defimtely, that autocracy has triumphed, and'that the 
Wh^e Terror IS reigning in the-,whole of tlie' vast Plmpire'of 
the Czar. Such statements one hears-even from''revolutionists. 

If one considers the present state of things in Russia from 
the point of viewpf thi^ or that Socialisl or progres'^ve, party 
R must be recbgnised tha’t the Czar, bureaucracy, and militarism 
^ve ti lumphed, because, .all those parties—the Constitutional 
Democrats,/the Revolutionary Socialists, as well as the Bbcial 
Democrats—during these two years have suffered great losses, 
are weakened, and nearly disorganised. In this' way one may- 
say that. the revolution, if not-crushed definitely, at least has 
received a.heavy,blow. , " ( ■ 

But if the word “'-^’evolutionis taken dn its real, historic 

, -«uu wnmn as a nationaLUprising againsc the existing 

daily experience proves 'again and again -to be correct that the SJ r • thp Dutch revolution in the sixteenth century, the 
evil consists i^Governmenf itself, and is. expressed in the State ■ T seventeenth century,, knd the great French 

which is orgauispd to protect the interests of the Pvnlmi-’rt 1 u are the only real, revolutions, because they 

and to hinder the develonnL .P l , ^ e^pIo^tmg class, -. changed the politjical and caiflv ,the tccial order fundamentally 

_ development of all popular movements. —in this sense the R ussiari rR^fnlllhinn \\aa nVkh ^ 


: and to limder the cleveiopmeat of all popular movements 
- ^ Yet notwithstanding that the House'of Condons and its 
Circnmlocution Offiecs hjid become a byword the nation in the 
days of Dickeqs, for the^ past twenty years there lias been an 
^creasing desire amongst.’'the worldng 'classes to turn to 
. larliament for the alleviation of the ills, or some .of the ills, that 
capitalism inflicts upon them. ' 

Why is this? ■ ■ 

< i 

It can be traced tb tbe‘time when the revolutionary sijiriir^ 
that had been awakened amongst the workers by the S.D.F. and 
tlie Loci alist^ league, began to be turned to accbimt by the 
ambitious_spints of both . organisations for the advanheraent of 
•their political anna. The great Dock Strike was the culminating 
point in this revolutionary spirit; and on the flood of this tide 

cariied, first into the L.O.O., 'and then' into 
Dai'hameiit. ” '— 

^ * " fc 

_ that, everything was to be done by the vote. The 

^11 housing problem, the unemployed question— 

ail these,were to, be remedied by voting men into Parliament. 
But once the people’s ftose^ were in the ballot box, the reaction¬ 
ists saw their opportunity. . -There was to'be no more'talk of 


—in this sense the Russian reyolub ion has not only not been 
crushed, but is only at its beginning.*^' 

3^itheut exaggeration, itunay be said that the general strike 
of October, .1905, was the first act accom'plished by the united 
opposition of all classes and ‘nationalities- of the Empire. 
Previous to that date, during .the last forty years, therg'had been 
more or less energetic 'and successful revolutionary propaganda 
I" and conspiracies, but all this remained rather party atitivity ' 
' without becoming general and popular. Manifestations, some- 
frmes very sanguinaiy, were held; rural disorders took placeinot ■ 
very often, it is true, and always followed,-alicording to thenriiel 
^adition of the Government, by executions 'and devastations. - 
I he revolutionists of the. yarions p^ies revenged themselves 
by attacks on governors,, police, ministers, and* even the Czar. 
But 1 repeat that all this remained, though a heroic struggle, in 
reality the action of this or that revolutionary party. ’ 

The great demonstration of January22,.l 905, drowned in the 
blood -rof women and children, may her CansiderCd^as the first' 
rumbling of the-revolution which was approaching: It was the ' 
first time in Russia that the peopl e—no t ^the workers belonging;. 

particular party, but tlie whole of the working class 
of bb. Petersburg, including members of all parties—formulated ' 


17 r ;; . . -iiiere was to oe no more talk of 1 Deluding members of all parties—formulated 

Chamberlam aad 00 . 40 ' general demand of the Bussian people; representative govern- 

play the game which ended in the, ?outh African war and all its and the land for the peasants, ® - 

thewoSTtrnmS'Social Democratic, 
members to’St SlonhmtTn vole! .hf- ‘ *“V-one . also not purely democratic or political; butlis a really national 

^ ZZ 0 ° ^11 parties aL on the 

ihese aie the leasons why Parliament has of late years Government. < ... 

become at any fate partially rehabilitated in the estimation'of 1 ■ 

ignoSut failme oftheVbmu-lw to -/ohifvh tlie Tm-il/f^ ' tJje nine months whiohreJapsed-ibetween January 22 '. 

Action of what they h7dtZieed fL wo^j ' and the _month of Ocfober t.be Bussfan Government an/ifs' 

them, have produced a searching of-heart-arnou^st the more 

thoughtful section of the workeil which is beginifrncr tn fl^^annih'iL^nd D' was beaten and demoralised, tlie 

their confidence in represehtalivA GovprmrTfibt • shake- - fieet annihil.artedv Disconfient had become general; ^vem in the 

said, has been g^^aSrhXsd both ^ /be railway s.tnke of Moscow had spontaneously 

ihe Cummons, and Frank Smith’s fit^ht in the L G C ' ■ was supported by the postal and telegrapKt> 
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general demands; and the Manifesto of October granted the secondary • schools have befen deported t,b Siberia and to the 
Constitution, the liberty of the. nress. of assnoiaf.inn «.nrl nf .‘\rrc».f.v.£>i.n 4 .u»_i .'e-^r _i <• .« . 


/ . 


Constitution, the liberty of tho. press, of association, and of 
meeting. 

The whole of Russia wap jubilant. Meetings and processions 
were organised, revolutionary songs were, • sung, Eve^rybody, 
.even the most ferocious revolutionists, forgot tjbat as lohg as all 
the bureaucratic and police institutions, those real organs of 
oppression; remained unchanged and intact, every manifest^ 
.promising liberties was nothing but a document which miffi 
be repealed at' any time, according to- the will of its author. 

► They had /orgotten that rights and liberties are guaranteed, not 

by papers aid manifestoes,.but by institutions. 

. Except in Guria,’ a province of Georgia, and in the Baltic 
. provinces, no atteftipt was made'in the whole of Russia to 
paralyse the despotic police and judicial, administration; every¬ 
where the existing order remained untouched. And when the 
first bewilderment of the Government had passed, when it saw all 
' tho^e institutions of oppression intact, at the same' moment and 
in the same w'ay all over Russi,a^ the • most'.sanguinary and 
. barbaric’counter-revolution broke out. .. L. 

The Anti-Semitic pogroms a|t Odessa, at Kiev, and elsewhere; 
the burning of the Zemstvo House at Tver, Tomsk; the massacres 


ot Tiflis, Baku; Odessa, followed by those of Moscow inaugurated •' ministers have fa 

the reaction which still contin.ues. ~ ^ “tion and the electoral system ; they jiave oo 


■Ncirthern provinces.’ Towards the end of'March of this year, 
the total numlber of victims was 142,'761 persons ! ^ 

Of this number 4,000 fell as .defenders of autocracy by'the 
hands of the revolutiofaists, It may be said that the instigators 
. and organisers of oppression and massacre have paid for theil‘ 
, Climes. During the last six years have been killed; 8.n]ini.sters 
; or' retired.ministers, 1 archbishop, 1 grand duke, 12 generals 
commanding'and staff officers, 14 governors of provinces and 
large towns, and more than 20 chiefe of police and commanders 
of punitive expeditions. The remainder of those 4,000 were 
officers, police inspectors, Cossa'cks and soldiers. 

I42,701 victims.! For what cause To save the^utocracy of 
• a crowned neurasthenic, a plaything in thohami^f spiritual¬ 
ists, of cheating and rapacious monks, of'^rutal grand dukes 
and Ignorant military men, cowards before 'the i,Japanese 
ferocious with unarmed peasants, women and children.' But the 
.most astonishing fact is that, notwithstanding all the blood 
which has been shed, autocracy is lost for-ever. Even the third 
Duma, elected by the police and the Black Gang, refused the 
Ozar jthe title of Autocrat. * - 

Twice the Gzar and his ministers have""falsified the Constitii- 


■-1 ' 


. - . .. J X J -fiaAAA*' ' -condemned, deported. 

The Government of the Tsar hopes'by these atrocities to executed 142,000 persons whom they considered most 

^'ould be even disnosed to rAv-nt-A all dangerous., -..and nevertheless the people have gained one of 

their two claims: representative gov-eroment,' a Constitution. 
It is true, a bureaucratic and clerioaLConstitation,.but notimicli'’ 
worse than that of Prussia and of other German State's. 

W. ■Tchkrkksoff. • 


intimidate the nation. It would be,eVen disposed to revoke all 
the promised liberties and the Constitution, and £o re-establish 
autoc_racy. But it is already too^ late. Gpod’ pr. bad, the 
.Constitutional order has been gained‘J; the^first p’$rt of the 
popular demand of the.detaonstration of January 22 has been 
realised. . ‘ 

. When the first Duma was assembled," the second part of the' 
formula, “ the land for the peasants,^’ was brought immediatelly 
to the front. The Duma, though bourgeois, proppsed very 
radical agrarian reforms, nearly ecfual to the natiohalisation of 
the land, by proposing to give the peasants the domains of the.'‘ The Ubemtion 
State and of the Imperial family, and the obligatory expfp-^ • * • -- 

•nrfafnnn nf f.ViA lonrl‘Af j ^ i_‘ 


(To he continued.). 
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of Pongefc, Griffnelhe.'s, Yvotot, and tlie' otlier 
members of the Executive of the General Confederation of Labour-took 
^ X- 1 J ~' i”— "im”*"/ “'"T .txuv^. wiuu ». place OH Saturday, Octobev 31, tlie prosecution. oxaminiinr tliA i-Ao.ilf« 

^ lonal redemption. Ihe' people, all nationalities, applauded^ . of three months^^ criminal investigation, concludmg that tlfere re no case 

Goyerfl-meut understood that the agrarian '^gaiust them iiV Wore a jury.. Atthb momJt tWeS^^^ 
question had become the most important problem in the life of* pouring out all the indignation fhey cU on this result, but it will bo of 
the'Empire. Then tp^ Emperor and his councillors had the idea no avail. For 01emenceau« prefers^ the. case to end in </m wav for 
to keep for themselyes the firlorv of the solution of the aorarian* which he can put t^'o blame on his colleague, .the Minister of Justice,. 

I ^ . than. in the sweeping verdict of a jury 

which would be another straight blow in his''own face—^aj-vpetition of • 
the verdict of acquittal of Febriiiary last, when'he tried the same game 
against the^same men* He may also -hope, by getting rid of- the 
“ leader^s,” to obtain the surer severe sentences against the memt Jreiini 
the small people, the local comrades of Diaveil and Vill'eneuve, arrested 
for resisting.being cut down by soldiers, and sim'ilar “ crimes.” ’ Even 
if .their sentences were small, they would always help tp increase the 
golden roll of Cleniedceau s achiovemfents since he became Friraei 
Minister' 

14 workei's killed, ' ' '•* -. - ' 

367 'workers woundedj— ’ , 

. 312 Government officials sacked For Syndicalism, 

148 years ^months imprisonment for Anai'chists aud'Syndicalists_' 

figures given by M. J.-iuics’//liwiam'ic. « 

As.'this old Republican seems determined to remain Emperor of 
France to the end-of his days, his re'eord by that time may well bear 
comparison with that of NapoTeon III., whom, when , young, he 

imagined himself to oomb.at, driven perhaps only by .secret admiration 
and jealousy! But he will ngyer beat the record of the Czar* he 
started too late in life for that. . *• ' > ’ 


• to keep for themselyes the glpry of the solution of the agrarian 
question.® 

The Duma wirs-dTHSolved. A manifesto 6f, the Czar or%ed 
a new solhtiop of the agrarian question. Bu t in this* new 
project dof.-the Czar s there was no mention of cbmpulsory 
expropi iatidn of the land of the nobility and of the clergy nor 
of national redemption. - ^ 

Dissatisfaction was sh^yvn everywhere. The Government 
answered ,by creating courts-martial and by declaring tho-whole 
of Russia in a state of siege., The policy of wholesale execution 
was inaugurated. • 

But this time autocracy * found itself confronted by the 
peasantry and working class of the ‘country. " Disorders and 
agrarian terror* in. the villages, attacks on tlip police and high 
officials- as well as on the Slate treasu-fres,'followed on ^ the 
dissolution of the first Duma and the creation of courts-martial. 

per cent, of those accused of these adts of revolt are 
peatots and .v^orkers., The account of this struggle is terrible. 
•The^umber of victims officially recognised fs as follows:_' 

From’February, 1905; till August, 1907. ' 




Killed in the streets 
Executed knd lynched 
Killed by escorts - * ,. 

.Woqnded .... 
Vari'oiis ‘ ... 




Total 


19,144 
. 8,481 
1,360 
20,704' 
935 ^ 

45,614 


, • , * *.**'***• 

The Voix^u P&uple, the organ of the Confederation, of October 23, 
gives.long abstracts*from the minutes of Ihe hnal ijiterrogatdrie.s of the 
accused, when the examining Judge charged them with all the evidence 
accumulated, ^nd it amounted to next to nytlUng. The paper 
cdncludes , ‘ - , ^ ^ ^ . 

We have shotyp ■ ' ' ' . • 

That the members of the Confederation wpre ar'rested by order' 


From the beginning of the month'of August 1907 till the end r f xu Confederation wpre arrested by order' 

of the year, the military tribunals executed^735 persons. During '[eport%?°Sct^ Autrand wa^° f T "" 

thirst three months of this year these tribuna'ls executed 412^..^^^^^^^^ . ' .‘ 

Sa rfr sAv f 3 or 4 persons, without distinction of , That they took no part in^organfsing the mraveill manifestation ' 

age qtr sex, aie executed. Young girls are hanged and killed as of July 30. ' I- J ^ . 

we 1 as^ boys of ten years, like little. Rybnikoff, pupil of the That those'who organised it [the Paris Building Trades Fedenltion 

preparatory class of the GvmnkRinrn nf July 28, acting against the advice of* GfWffu^elhes] were not interfered 

with, in order to be able bo inciiminate' tlie Executivis of the Con¬ 
federation. 

• T^bat the_baffled prosecution was pn.August 18 still looking out for 

proofs^/of the participatiqh of the Confederation in organisino fbo 
manifestation. ' i o o. 


preparatory class of the Gymnasium of Tiflis. 

. of killed, executed, and wounde(J,..ijiu8b be 

added 5,000 cond'puSnfed to hard • labour, and 13,000 under 
preventive arrest, who will be executed, sent to hard labour, pr 
exiled. This will bring the number of victims up to 64:761 
persona. .. • “ ' ' 

But even this is not yet all.- By administrative order,’^ by 
the police and the military administration, up to March, 1908^ 
more than 78,000 men, woinen, and students arid pupils of 


, Hiat this piovps that they Had no proofs, which, however were 
indispensable to Justify fti rests. ' ' ' ’ • 

^ .lhat tluy could nob have these proofs, becau.se no paiticip.’itiou 


existed. 


i-.r 
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That the prosecution, having no' other witnesses, took to mobiJiaing 
police witnesses. ^ 

That it fared badly by i>his, because the charges fell altogether to 
pieces—ithe false testimony of Matigras. f -i-' 

That of more thap eighty witnesses, not one stated a definite fact.. 
against Our comrades. , ■ ‘ ' i- . ! 

That ilVlarie was arrested for-having from motives of humanity 
intervened in favour of the son'of'the deputy-mayor of Tilleneuve. 

From all this it results that, as^the mere presence at a manifesta¬ 
tion canno£ be held .to be criminal (the law is explicit on this poin't), our 
comrades are victims of a striking denial of justice.” . • 

Moreover, all the others who days and weeks afterwards were 
arrested .in the locality of the massacre cannot'legally be included in ^ 


GORRESPON'DENCE. 


' ANARCHISM AND THE TJNEMPLQYED. 

\ ' (2h the JUditoi' oj Freedom.) 

! Dear ComradEj,—M ay I iiiake a ferv ^ marks " on Anarchism and 
the unemployed ? A problem of suffering humanity ought not to be 
considered from an exclusive propaganda stan'd^oint but at the same 
• 'time none of our ideas ought to be relegated, even temporarily, to the* 
; background. We oelieve that oui) ideas will help us to find an .adequate 
solution for all such problems, only our own different personal disposi¬ 
tions make us sometimes disagree on these proposed solutions, which, 

UL A __ ji-.i UAAU JwuxAvr um. uiiv? ri VtCaljajxjv f aaj a£a » II r i j 

collective monster trial for rebeliiDii, But only be charged individually' ^ , experieDce alone can verify, 

witli small-offencesr. As I said before, Oiemenceau thinks it safer to ' ^ ^ see th^t authoritarian measures can ever lead to any 

let ,the‘C3tJH,state this than the jury ; and JBriand-may have io go for good » and compulsory taj^ation, which the proposed levies from the nch 
hot having been able to bring together a more shccessf ul case for the practically amhunt to, and a National Convention, which would 

prosecution. He will go with a clean conscience i it was not his fault another majority.ruled, time-wasting Parliamentary assembly, are 
that the piosecutioh'failed so miserably! weapons which our enemies would ^oon -use agamSt ourselves, the 

^ ^ absolute opponents, if anything, of compulsion and majority rule, ’ If 

Meanwhile.from October 6 to 10, the Marseilles Congress of the- Revol.ntion resorted to authoritarian measures it was 

AdAratmn tnnk ivlflAA VnH hv AAnfirfnJni. i.Ka ngrave thereby, Undermining and destroying the spirit 

otfreedom hardly’roused in'.'the people; and it prepared the way for' 
increased authority,^ culminating soon in thp dictatorship of Bonapai'te, 


Confederation took place,'hpd ended by confirming the anti-Parliamefil; 
arian, anti militarist, direct-action tactics of past years. This was don© 
by 947 votes against 109 abstentions,' whilst the antimilitarist resolution 
wiis accepted by 681 votes to 421, witJa 43 abstentions. This resolution 
ends with th'e'words: “ Whereas political frontiers arS changeable at 
the will of those who possess, the workers recognise^ only the economic 
frontiers which separate the.two hostile classes n the working and the 
capitalist cialss. The Congress recalls to memory the words 'of the 
Intel-national: •* Working men have no country.' ” 


the military^ leader. 

' The pi’Oaent unemployed' movement is about to lead to a consider¬ 
able extension of State Socialism, which, as we all know, simply means 
new strength addefi to the existing State -machinery, new links forged 
to the chains of the workers, -T^e^RigUt Honourable ex-John Burns 


lays down'the principled".work, for thS capf-^lists in periods of brisk 



works, and what with old-age pensions and workhpuses—not forgetting 
the attractions held out by the recruiting sergeant—^^the worker will be 
like a cnged squirrel in a permanent'grinding mill from cradle to grave, 
and all will be for the best in this best of all possible-worlds. .He will 
'linger in that state^bf abject dependency^ and semi-starvation Which so 


more 


froiu^ the 
per.-on.ility and 


of allied 

and is proposed -fo be done for all Uistat 'Workers. 'Here lays a weak 
point. The painters, from- i-easonS* of their own, refused to join the 
building trades federation.’'. What other means but persuasion are 
applicable to,.such cases ? * ’ . 

As‘jtliB above figures show, opposition .was not -missing at the 
Congress; and they also,-the so called Refoirinist wing, claim a victory, j • li i , ,. . - , - , . 

as they are numerically stronger than the revolutionists, ahd 'are placed adm>mbly keeps down his spirit and perpetuates his enslyement. 
in a minority by the voting system of these Congresse.s, which is by * What can w© do against this ? « Beck to the land is a beautiful 

groups and not by the number of members of these groups. Io the few of us who 

debata.s were often excited, but all- ended well, and to me the differenceenough to know the sunny-side of country life such a cry 

between sincere refoimists apd Syndicalist revoliitionists seems tb'ariae is.epchantmg But tp the mass of town-bred people it has lo?t its 

meaning; and those-'labourers'who fi-om village tyranny took refuge 
in the towns are not too eager either to heed that cry.. Again, . 
a man competent in his trade does dot wish tp give it up and to begin 
afresh as an inexperienced toiler on barren soil, having to create almost 
all out of nothing. This seldom - succeeds even among-the enthusiasts 
whotn. their-ideas and-the fellowship of ..comrades support when an 
agricultural Communist colony'is -formed. How is it to succeed .with* 
people whose energies; the miseries of unemployinent have already 
somewhat crushed? "Back to the land,” then, is a solution for the 
few who really .want it, not a general .remedy. 

There is too much lookiug'^'fDr yen&i’al remedies. As Anarchists, 
we reject laws because they pretend to be general, uniform solutions 
applied to given questions. ■ From the same standptoint we are opposed 
to gen.eralising of any description. To classify a man as an Unemployed, 

- td create a special position for him, means simply to perpetuate the 
..unemployed class and to absorb, it into some department of the huge 
State machinery. 'To us, an unemployed is, before;'%ll, a man who' 
"belongs,'first' to the circle of his family and his friends’; second,-to that 
of his fellow workers of the same trade; and lastly only, to that mixed 
and confused agglomeration, the "Qnemjployed. We ought to try to 
disentangle the webs by which, they are gradually being encircled, g,nd 
out of men become particles of some State-supported relief body, if. 
they are’'not suoked up by that eyer-greedy consutper of men, the 
Army. ' . , , . * . . ' 

How can anything be_ practically done 'in this direction ^ The 
momentr'anything' becomes what is termed a general problem, nearly 
everybody ceases'to take-aa interest in it, knowing that either this or 
that part of-the State* mkchinery or representative assemblies will deal 
with it, and a private person has only, to submit and pay ; or that 
ambitious people and busybodies will take the matter up,''and they also - 
strive to hand it over, to public bodies, after having gained-some 
notoriety out of it. It is for iis to 'emphasise that the unemployed 
problem is not such a general problem which -^dvery private .person can . 
T ■' I I • leJav'e untouched, but that- much, if not all, can be achieved by real 

*^*^1 if . ’private and personal energy, the beat kind of direct aetion. There are 

cei'taitily in this Counti-y as many groups ,and organised -bodies—each 
possessing a certain, however small,.sphere of influence—as ther e 
unemployed ; on the other hand, most of -the unemployed are or have 
been in (ouch with circles qf friends, of fellow workers, etc. Our 
appeal ought to gojtb' ali these iiumberie^ gronpings of people, to 
let each onf try lo<- do something, not f5r the unemployed, but for a 
pi'oportionatq kiftmber-of unemployed, for one unemployed if the 
respective limits of influence extend no further. ' effort , 

exo’cised hy coUectivities —that^ seems the i-ight way to handle thip 
problem, not ^ to let it. drift, by tacitly approving authoritarian 
measiu-eH, until ’‘the unemployed are fitted in as a pei'maiihnt body of ^ 
half-enslaved men into' the'mechanism of the capitalist State. 

, If this way of action, or latter of advice, be practised on .ever so 
small a.'scale; if only a few men ’fiXe thus rescued from that new army 


different situation of various tradpS, differences of 
temperament also, than- from theoretical reasons. 
8{>ine t,ii|ides'create a fighting spirit, others are more sedate ; some are 
jDio^peroii.s, others depressed, etc. This means that, the wm -ket-fi of 
sotifc trades are quicker, easier moved, more determined"^ than those of 
t ..yOtlheF grades where machinery and routine crush their spirit. Again, 
the larger a Union becomes, the greater-the proportion of latecomers, 
rather -moderate and indifferent membet-s, unfit foi; quick action. 
Hence both ‘ sections have an importance of their own—the small 
fighting groups,/and the large organisations which rely upqij their 
iiunieriearstrength. When the situation will lequire it, revolutionists 
and sincere reforiinsts will be found side'by. side. f ‘ ' 

I say " .sincere reformists,", because here the demoralising influence* 

. -of Govei'iitnental Socialism sets in and is^trying to,undermine Socialism. 
Social Democrats in all countries cry fqr Ministers of Labour, and' 
wliL-h oiie of thein bepomea Minister of Labour, as M. yiviaini in France' 
(l'u)lowi,ng up M. Millerarid,-Minister‘of Co’tnmerce in^ a previous 
(xoveFlfrtaent), lie knows nothing better than to use.all the means at the 
di-'po.-'al of the Government to coax into^ adbmi.ssioti —plaiiilj' speaking, 
to corrupt—as .many Socialists and Trade Dnion leaders as he possibly 
-can; French Syndicalism was long fettered by the system of Govern¬ 
mental ahdnSlunicipal subventions to the local Trades Codncilsit is, 
happily, emerging from this, and gaining independenqe. Still,, there' 
are endless ways hy which the Ministry of Labour,-aided also by the 
Socialist Members qf the Chamber, who, to secure their re-election, 
mlist not cut bft-their connection with the Radicals on one side/Shd 
Governmental benevolence on the othBi',-^fchepe are endless wRys, tben,” 
. .to undermine Syndicalism of a Reformist type, .and this explains the 
bittei-n'ess of the revolutionists in this struggle, in which, at Marseilles^, 
they won .another victoi-y. 


^. ■ The Toulouse Congress of United Political Socialis^^ showed merely 
thcjUtter shallowness of these, politicians; whom Gustave Herve some¬ 
times galvanises. c—. --i.. i-.-t _. .i, 


^fiito life for a moment 
oratory, always brings it about that 'things are left exactly as they are. 

.Anarchists and Anti militarists eontiime to. be persecuted, George 
Duropt, of- Le Libertuh-e, being s^teueed to three years’ imprisonment 
for a speech at Draveil. . ■ 

OciA}h&r lit. ' ' ^ ‘ - N'. 

-- ;. ■ a-N^h-ohism:. 

Sy Diu Paul Eltzbaciier. . 'J'rauslated by S. T. Byington. 
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of semi-siaves, something will have been done, the spirit of independence 
will have been aroused in howev^ so few; and this is (as I saw^ it 
explained in another part of last month’s Freedom) the primary 
condition of all further progress. • " " 

October 26,1908. .\ N. 

^ . r ^ ■ ■. 

Answers to Correspondents. 

S. Wbemont, Manchester.—The 48. received', clears your account with 
' Freedpm. . * ■ i., 

“Nepas,” Brisbane.—You forgot to send your name. .-Judging from» 
your scheme, I should say it is Ned Kelly—or is it'_(J)oulon ? 

' _ ■■ 

• - 

PROPAGANDA NOTES. 


[Reports of the Movement are specially invited, ancUshould be sent in not 
• later than the 25th of each-month.'] . _ 


the crush that ensued, Comrade Kitson (whose efforts on behalf of the 
unemployed~were noticed in last month’s Freedom), was seized, by five 
policemen, brutally beaten, and “ frog-marched ” to the police-station. 
This was evidently planned beforehand, ^ they tliought that if.they- 
could imprison our comrade, who has been the life and soul of the 
unemployed agitation, comparative peace would be restored. Kitson, 
was broiight before the Magistiivtes with' Mrs, Bajnes, the leader of the 
Suffrage(;tes, and both wet^ ordered to take their trial on Saturday,^ 
November 7, for riotous assembly and inciting people to a breach of 
thie peace; . ‘ ‘ ' ’i ■ 

• The agitation soon fell flat, as the politicians at once took adyan- 
tage of Kitson’s pompulsory silence; but a letter to Charlie Kean, who 
was at Bii'mingham, soon brought him to Leeds, and his speeches; on 
direct action so scared the vote-catchers that they fled. He did • 
splendid prop^anda during- the ^time he was here, explaining 
Anarchist Communism to large-crowds,-and many have by this time a, 
clearer idea of our principles. B. Fox. 


London. 



\ 


Glasgow. 

On Saturday, Octobdr 3rd, Comrade Kean.arrived in Glasgow. On 
Sunday two meetings were held, afternoon'and jevening. The first was. 
on Glasgow Green ; subject, “ Direct Action versits Legislation.” After 
Kean, had delivered a splendid speech, showing the fallacy of govern- 
mentj^questions were invited. Then .he did shine; his’audience were 
struck by his answers; completely carried away. -I never saw an 
audience so well pleased ; it* was hard to get away.* Literature 
sold well. .' . ' - . 

The second meeting wa^ held on Jail Square, a well-known place 
in Glasgow; subject, “The Unemployed Question.’! . Kean’s address was 
to the.point. “You are. unemployed,” he said, “because too much is 
produced. If you had -the money-:^hich*Y^ould be' needless under a 
properly organised system—you could-get your wants satisfied.”^ The-, 
meeting ended' by questions being .put, whyjfr* were answered. to the , 
delight of the crowd. Large sale bf pamphlets'. . ' . 

, .On Monday night a meeting was held on Cathedral Square; 
subject, “ What to D6." In spite of interruptions, .Charlie kept 
pegging away, until he won over the interrupters. \yas surprised ' 
when one of our opponents spoke in fa.vour of Kro'potkin’s pamphlet, 
“An* Appeal to the Young,” giving it great praise,* which was the 
' mean.s of selling, it put.. ’ . J * • 

'On Wednesday night we went 'to Rutherglen, where a good 
meeting'was'held. .K,eaii ’9 subject was tp have been “ Tolstoy and his 
Message,” but owing to.disappointments he gave'instead “What is 
yVnarchist Communism-?” When he was finished, up -got Malfew , 
■ -‘ Seklew, the Egoist Libertarian, who has a-style of his own; all the 
time he is speaking, he pictures the workers’ acts and' conditions, 
making them, laugh at themselves. Kean answered questions which 
were put by well-known l.L.P. members of the town, one of whom 
admitted that Anarchist Communism was the bSStfbu^; yvb must go 
thro^h State Socialism. 

• Thursday night at Paisley, a few miles, from Glasgow, where we 
were met by comrades. Just going to stfirt a meeting at Abbey Close, 
when the police interfered, stating .that we could not hold a meeting 
there Comrade 'Kean thought over it, and after a few remarks from 
the crow^ he said to’the police, “ You , can do- what you like ; T am 
going to hold a meeting here,” which’ he did to a large crowd. After 
speaking in his' lucid style for an hour and a half to an attentive 
audience, showing plainly that Anarchist Cbmmifnism was the .only 
system worth having, there were lots of questions^ which werexlearly 
answeredt ’ Kean appealed to those who wished' ^6 learn more of» our 
ideas to purchase our literaturo, the result Being a large sale. The 
meeting ended in a fraternal spirit,, everybbdy being delighted ; but we 
had to go. - • : • ’ ' ’ T' 

Friday night was the farewell meeting. If was on Jail Square; a 
good attendance, and an interesting speech. Comrade Kean wasn'hTy'” 
enthusiastic in his remarks, and some of the crowd were convinced that 
Anarchists are not what they read about in the. puess. - Their questions 
proved it. - • . ^ ^ 

..Charlie left on'Saturday morning, after a good week’s propaganda, 

. promising'he wiHi come back again. A. ]?. Howie. ■ 

Liverpool, i ’ ' 

^ "We are forging ahead in Liverpool. We have started a Sunday 
" School which promises to be a success.. Let ys hope out" comrades~will 
rally round this new departure of the Liverpool Communist Group. 

Comrades Kavanagh, Beavan, Despres, and Sidler are still pushing 
forward the propaganda with all the determination and Ability they are 
capable of. . _ ' ■ 

• Our Thursday meetings are not as good as th^y might be. Where 
are the comrades ? It is ?io use criticising the anticipated failure'of ' 
the November.meeting unless the comrades take a more lively interest 
in the said meeting. , . . - • ■ D. 

Leeds.’^ • ’ ■ —'*■' _ 

The unemployed agitation still conjbinues, and has been marked by 
great bruta'lity on the part of the police. On Saturd.ay, October 10, 
Mr: Asquith addressed a meeting a^. the Coliseum. The unemplqyed 
. and Suffragettes attempted to present resolutions to him, but without . 
any warning the police, m’ounted ahd on foot, charged the crowd, 
numbering ahofil S,000, lashing out at every one they could reach. In 


Comrades Kean and Kitson paid a short visit to the Metropolis . 
from Leeds, and attempts at propj^anda were made; but owing to the 
lack o7 organisation and energy on the part of the London comvado.s,. 
very poor results were obtained. . Kitson addressed a fairly good crowd 
at Deptford, Broadway on Sunday, October 25 ; but returried to Leeds 
on Monday night, to await his trial on November 7. We hope (o see 
.him in London Again. Charlie Kean spoke .at Canning Town on the 
Sunday evening, and to the unemployed at Walthamstow o»i Monday, 
the .Wedn'esday engagement at ..the latter place being cancelled by the 
Social Democi-ats, whose feathers were sadly ruffled at the Monday 
'meeting. Thursday evening found him at Mile End Waste, Cojiirada 
Ponder, of. the Industrialist League, opening with a good speech,, which 
made hope that he will soon be found on our platform again. Kchn 
made good impression, but opposition was very weak, Ili.s hist 
meeting was on Friday night,at Lambeth Cot, where our comrade,s Ray 
and Carter also assisted. The audience was' poor iri move .sense.s than 
.one, and not likely to inspire a speaker to flights of oratory; bub Kean 
tackled his subject with the fortitude of a martyr. Although .the chief 
vendor of literature during the week was Large,.the sales were si^ialb 
Gomviyie Kits'on’s impressions of the London movement wei«i. very 
cautiously summed Up in the wordsYou’ve got a cosy club ”; but 
Kean, who writes from the .‘safe seclusion of Birmingham, gives us a- , 
good dressing'down. In a long and interesting descHpbion of his tour, 
which included the Midlands and Glasgow, for which it is impossible to 
find room, he says ’ ' ' 

' “ Movement in London, you-have none !• Is it because there are 

no comrades ? . No, not a bit; there are plenty. But their concern is 
not so much propaganda as it is club.s (and all the nonsense’ that they 
."eritail), and pmsonal enjoyment and amusement. The Suffragettes, hr 
saying they are after votes for women, impre.ss'me by their sineferity 
and action, and I readily believe they are after votes. But .tlie London ^ 
Anarchists, if they are after reforming the \vorM, or a more rational 
. state of society, do not impress ine by their action, but rather that they 
are satis.fied with things just a^ they are. The meetings held were the 
tamest and poorest attended, both by coniijades and crowd, that it has ‘. . 
been my lot to,speak to—anyhow, in England. Maybe your concern is • 
to have clujjs and 'talk tenth-rate Anarchy in them. Well, if so, come 
.out i^^L-the clear ah'd be honest about it. But if it’s propaganda, it’s 
high time you pulled yourselves together.ij.. Wake up, the alarm has 
goue ! Take a leaf out of the, Siitfi'agebte&-o|r I.L.P.’s book, and put a 
bit of go and action -_;bel\inJ the dreaming. .Freedom wrll never, drop 
into your ’lap, it must be taken, and when taken, rightly valued, and, , 
most important, held. Comrades, we have not so much to reform the 
world as ourselves.” 

• Chicago Martyr meetings will be held at the “ Workers’ Friend ” 

Club on November 11, and the I.W.M, Club, 83 Charlotte Street, on 
November 12. ' T. 

. . ■ , 

Dej^ford. ' ■ • ' ' . . 

‘ On, Sunday, October 25, several comrades from far and near paid 
us'R-’visit^ on the Broadway,"'including Kitson from‘Leeds. In his 
•speech he sliowed us quite clearly the absurdity of looking to l^arliament 
for Socialism. He then went on to tell us what lujid been happening 
in Leeds^ and how events had led up* to him being charged with riotous 
assemb^ and bound over to take his tfaal on November 7. Altogether, 
it was a' very interesting speech. Conyade Monk, from Canning Town, 
followed; and with bis funny sayiuks kept the crowd highly amused. 
Greenboum next addressed the audi^sncer-wlifch seemed to appreciate 
his remarks quite heartily. Carter closed down the . meeting, which 
was highly successful. • . . • 

In the afternoon our edmrade Kitson endeavopred to hold a crowd - 
at;the Catford tram terminus, but when 'he touched on the subject of 
the King, be was pulled down oS' the plinth by a stalwart policeman, »**—*» 
who demanded his name and address. _ . * 

On -a previous Sutoday, Comrade Payne and myself went to the - 
Hilly Fields with the object of holding a—rneeting. However; our 
comrade had not been on the platform long when.the crowd became 
very turbulent, shouting and booing when he referred to the wor.-ihip 
of "the gods by the people. Closing around with the woi‘ds, Get 
down.! Get off! "we,"were finally boinpeUed to abandon o.ur po.-vition. • 

Taking a suFVey of bur work during the ^immer, wo .have done 
efl’ectiyp propaganda. . • . , . ’ ' ’ E. GbuLDiKi;. 
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CHICAGO MARTYRS COMMEMORATIONS. 

November 11, at the Workers’ Friend” Chib, 163 Jubilee Street, 
'Mile End, E. Speakers in all laViguages.' Commence 8.3(). 

November 12, at the Iiiteraational Working Men’s'Oiiib, 8^ Charlotte 
Sbreofc,.JFitzroy Square, W. -Well-known speakers will attend. 
Commence 8.30. ‘ - 

T . . • '1 • . 


^ / • DEBATE AT WALMAMSTOW. 

Sunday, November 29, at the William Morris Socialist Club, Greenleaf . 
Road, Hoe Street. Debate between John Turner an^ F. Stur^e, 
S.D.P. Subject: “Social Democracy v. Anarchist Cqmmunism.” 
Commence at 7.30 piximpt. t 


I . 




International Working. Men’s Club, 

■ - ' 83 Chahlott? Street,'Fitzroy-Square, W." 

A Grand Concert .to celebi-ate the opening, of the above Club will. 
be held on Saturday, November 7. . Oonlmence at 8.30. All comrades 
heaiiily invitbd. 


“ Workers’-Friend ” Club and Institute. . 

163-5 Jubilee Street, Mile End, E, 

!i A Concert'and B.tII in aid of this Club will be he'ld on Saturda’f, 
November 14, to commence at 8 p.m. Good pi^ogramme. . ^ 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. • 

The B.ast London Anarchist-Socialist Sunday School meets at 3.30 
every Sunday at the. Workers’ Friend Club and Institute, 163 Jubilde 
Street, Mile End. Cliildren in the district inyited.* An Esperanto 
class for adults ;ind children is specially conducted by Comrade Dusa. 

The West London Sunday School meets at 2.30 prompt at the 
Club, 83 Oliai'Iotte Street, \V. Children over six years of age invited.' 

Liverpool Communist Group. —Young folk are inyi^d to tiie 
Sunday School at Toxteth (^o- 0 |>erative Hall, SmitlidoVn'Koad^(near 
Lpdge Lane), at 3 p.m. every- Sunday. iWe are in urgent need of 
funtls for .school lequisites. Who will help?—J. 11. Diok; 15 Boswell 
Street, Liverpool, • - ' , ’ 


Notice to Lecture Secretaries. , 

, I 

S. C. Potter, The Camp, Billp»ic.»y, Essex, is open to discuss’ 
Socialism and Anarchi.-^m with I.L.P. and S.D.P. bi-anchei?-in London 
dui’ing the. yvihler months.. Conditions: Permission to sell Anarchist 
literature, and travelling expenses from l^ppeV Hollowayy London, N. 




To iReaders in Paris. 


Freedom' and Mother'Eau'iti can be obtained at Kiosk No. 214, 
Boulevard Bonne Noiiv«*llo (opposite Nu. ‘J6)» Ordei-s lakenHor English 
and A luerictin.publications, - 


** . - 

. ' -• Group Notice. . v ' 

The Newca.stle on-T 3 :ne International AnaVchist Communist Group 
hold I heir meetings and lectures every \Yeduesday at 8 -p^m 
51 Douglas Terrace. 

-MONTHLY acknowledgments. ' ' 


in 


October 9—November 4. \ - 

FrkeuoM Gnnrantee Fund —M. Brodnian 2.s, H. Glas.se, 6s, J.-Hose ls,/aiioii £1, 
W. OolieU Is 6il, Lii, Is, B. A. G, Is, E. A. F. Is, S. B. 6d} R. Clarke 6d, 

.- N. £1. 

.a 

Fk-eepom Suhscriptions —W. J. TUce 2s, P. Mareliaiid Is 7d, A. Pratclle Is 6il, 

A. Lillmrn Is 6il, AM^jishell 2s, W. Jago Is 6J, W. Wc^s Ss. 

Sniffs of Fhkkoom.—A.^ Huslicll 7<i, H. Clause 2s 6d, .Hcndprsoiis 3s 6tl, 

S. I)Vprn l.s (r. ^I'nflnnl ,6s, J. Ispiihotnn 7s, Esspx 28, K. G. Smith lls, 
JIoU'A 2s lOil, Gvpi'iUMKwh Is, (roo'ilinsn 2s 3*1, S. (Jartcr 9s 6x1, McAra 10s 6fl, 

A. U. ilouiu 3s, 1) Wormnlt! Is6d, U. Karpin 10s, F* 2s4(J, OfTicels, 

Gin)(l<jr.S(‘ij Cs, K. Olson Od, L. Kavaiingh 3s, R. Greenblalt 6s. A. Goldberg 3s. 
pHhiphlef ajul lif ok Kpan 6s 9d, r»allDnl lOs, E. Rattlryany 2.s 8‘1, 

K. J; I>. »Allon 2sihl, K. Wnrd la,_Jlothf»r >inrth £2. Is-M, J. Snglir Js Id. 

F. f'ni.soH- hs Id'. Oflir.e fis, W. Colion 2.s 6vl, (lirndorsen 2.s, F.. Olsen 4$ 5<i, 

* li.Knvfli ngh (N 2d, 3'4, A K.PIattin 5s, J.lspnbonm 2s 6d, Kny 3s 6d,' \ 

S, VA'cnnont 4s, H (JrerMjbLTtt 14s,^W. Wnss 2fl. * •* T l-'j 

CarUr jjLockrv (collcct^*il iik a worksluip) Us Gd. * ' . • 

}[cAra Fund —Deptford Oronp (p^r A. Kay) 2s 6d. 

MO EARTM/y_ 

' "^PiibUshod by Emma Gt)M)MAN.|‘ * . 

Offices: 210 East 13th Street, New York c|.ty, U.S.A. 

Can be obtained from *Frkkpom Office. 6d, monthly, post-free 7d. 

Back nniiibers supplied. ‘ • • - ‘ . 




Nexv Zealand. —I* .Iqski’hh. (G/r-tjanaki *^trtfeU~\Vcllington. _ 

Printed and published by T. H. Kkell, J27 UsBuIstou’ Street, London, N. W . 




























